Manners of Visiting the beloved Messenger

This is from alaHazrat's monograph Anwaru’l Bisharah fi Masayil al-Aajji wa’z Ziyarah.
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1. To visit RasulAllah # is near to being wajib. Many people dressed in the guise of friends
scare one by saying there is danger on the way, there is illness. Beware! Do not listen to
anyone and never return deprived. Your life has to end one day anyway. What could be

better than losing your life in his way? And it is has been seen that whosoever clings to the
Prophet #, he # keeps them in his protection. WalHamdulillah.
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2. Make the intention of visiting the beloved Prophet # when visiting so much so that Imam
ibn al-Hummam says that one must not intend to visit the Masajid Sharif.
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3. Onthe journey, be engrossed in the recitation of Durad Sharif.
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4. When the blessed sanctuary comes into vision, it is better to be on foot. Cry, bow your head,
lower your gaze and if possible, walk bare footed.
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5. When you see the lightsome dome, increase salutations upon Him .
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6. When you reach the blessed city, become encapsulated in the remembrance of the beauty of
the beloved #.
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7. Before going to the Masajid, anything need that will cause your attention to be divided must
be catered for immediately. Apart from his remembrance, do not indulge yourself in any
useless talk. Perform ablution and siwak without delay and bathing is better. Don clean,
white clothes and new clothes are better. Apply collyrium and perfume and musk is the
best.
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8. Now proceed to the blessed court with utmost humility [khushi] and concentration

[khuzu’]. If you cannot cry, at least make yourself look like one who is crying. Try hard to
make your heart to cause you to cry and turn to RasiilAllah # from the depths of your heart.
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9. When you arrive at the door of the Masajid, offer Salat [salutations] and Salam [greetings]
and wait for a while as if to ask permission from the Master % to visit him. Say Bismillah and
enter with your right foot first showing respect at all times.
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10. Every Muslim knows the adab [respect] that is FarDh [obligatory] at this moment. Your
eyes, ears, tongue, hands, feet and heart must be free from any other thoughts [apart from
the Messenger #&]. Do not look at the beauty of the Masajid.
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11. If someone comes before you with whom you must converse, try to avoid it, otherwise, do
not prolong it beyond necessary. Even then, your heart must be towards the Master #.
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12. Never, never say a loud word in the holy Masajid.
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(13) Be assured that the life of dear Prophet # is real, physical and he alive just as he was before
his demise. His demise, along with all Prophets, is just to fulfil the divine command and it is for
one moment. Their demise is just being veiled from the public.
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Imam Muhammad ibn al-Haj Makki in Madkhal and Imam Ahmed Qastalani in Mawahib al-
Ladunniya and other Imams rahmatullahi tdala dlayhim ajmayin say that:
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There is no difference in the life and demise of RasiilAllah £ in that he is seeing his Ummabh, he
knows their state, their intentions, their plans, the thoughts of their hearts. These things are so
apparent to RasulAllah # that there is no veil in between.!
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Imam Rahimahullah, student of the Muhaqqiq ibn al-Hummam writes in his Mansik
Mutawassit and All Qari MakKi writes in its commentary Maslak Mutaqassit that:
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Indeed RastilAllah % knows about your visit, your standing, your greetings, your actions, your
states and all your positions.2
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(14) Now, if the congregation [for Salah] is ready, then partake in it as your Tahiyyat al-
Masjid will also be included in it. Otherwise, if there is excessive yearning and it is not the
disliked time for Salah, then offer two rak’ahs of Tahiyyat al-Masjid to thank Allah for this
visitation. Recite a minimal recitation at the place where RasiulAllah # used to pray which is
now the centre of the Masjid where the Mihrab is situated. If you cannot get a space there, pray
wherever you can as close to this place as possible. Then fall into a prostration of thankfulness
and pray to Allah that: “Lord! Grant me the respect of your beloved # and accept me and make
me acceptable to the beloved #, Aameen!”
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(15) Whilst maintaining yourself at the pinnacle of respect, lower your head and your eyes,
become ashamed of your sins so much so that you sweat and you begin shaking. Remain
confident of gaining the pardon and benevolence of RasiilAllah #. Enter into the court of
RasillAllah # from the eastern side which is the side where RasulAllah #% is facing
the Qibla which will mean that the blessed, munificent vision of RasiilAllah # is upon you. This
is enough for you in both worlds. WalHamdulillah.
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(16) With the greatest reverence, with fear and aspiration, stand at least four hand-spans away
from the lantern that is situated on the southern wall of the blessed shrine opposite the blessed

Lal-Madkhal ibn al-Haj - Fasl fi Ziyarat al-Qubir, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Arabi, Beirut - 1:252;
Sharh Mawahib Zarqani - al-Maqsad al-‘Aashir, ‘Aamirah, Egypt - 8:348
2 Maslak Mutaqassit mad Irshad al-Sari - Chapter: Ziyarah Sayyid al-Mursaleen, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Arabi, Beirut - pp. 338



countenance. With your back to the Qibla and facing towards the blessed shrine, stand with your
arms folded as you would do in Salah.Lubab and Sharh Lubab, Ikhtiyar Sharh
Mukhtar and Fatawa Alamgiri and other relied upon books explain this act of respect by saying:
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Stand before RasiilAllah # as you stand in Salah.3
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This is what Alamgiri and Ikhtiydr say and it is in Lubab that:
oz e a2l
Stand with the right hand on top of the left.*
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(17) Beware not to kiss or touch the blessed gates as this is against proper respect. You should
stand at least four hand-spans away. Is his mercy not enough that he called you to his shrine and
granted a space there? Even though his merciful glance was towards you everywhere, it is now
with you especially with this physical nearness. WalHamdulillah.
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(18) Alhamdulillah, along with your heart, your face is now also towards the pure gates that are
the resting place of the beloved of Allah #. With paramount esteem and a mournful voice; with a
sorrowful expression, a shameful heart and a torn liver; in a medium tone, neither loud or harsh
[as raising ones voice in his presence causes ones actions to be useless] nor too soft [as this is
against the Sunnah even though he even knows what it in your heart as we have seen above]
beseech thus:
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3 Fatawa Hindiya - Khatima fi Ziyara Qabr al-Nabi #, Nurani Kutub Khana, Peshawar - 1:265
4 Sharh Lubab mad Irshad al-Sari - Chapter: Ziyarah Sayyid al-Mursaleen, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Arabi, Beirut - pp. 337



Oh dear Prophet #! May peace be upon you and the mercy and blessings of Allah. Oh Messenger
of Allah #! May peace be upon you. Oh the best of creation, may peace be upon you #. Oh
intercessor for the sinful, may peace be upon you #. May peace be upon you, your family, your
companions and the whole Ummah.5
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(19) Recite as much peace and blessings upon him as possible. Seek his intercession for
yourself, parents, shaykh, teacher, children, friends and all Muslims. Continuously implore him
thus:

L

undirbeste T 1 L i

cACA S I St S e g2 I 12 DI S E e P e S Spe PP ST (7o)
20 Uz Uil o oot e B T ESF 7 801, 02t Ut A E o S B v Fek
STEE

(20) Thereafter, if someone has conveyed Salam, fulfil their desire. This is binding upon you in
the Sharid. This humble, worthless servant [Ahmad Raza] requests those Muslims who read this
monograph to favour him, either during his life or after his demise, that when you are gifted
with the visitation, present the following words at least thrice, may Allah reward you in both
worlds, Ameen:
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(21) Then move one step to the right so that you are in line with the luminous face of Sayyiduna
Siddiq al-Akbar radiyAllahu taala anhu and say:
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(22) Then move the same direction again so that you are face to face with Sayyiduna Fartq al-
Aadzam radiyAllahu taala anhu and say:

5 Sharh Lubab mad Irshad al-Sari - Chapter: Ziyarah Sayyid al-Mursaleen, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Arabi, Beirut - pp. 338
6 Ibid - pp. 339
7 Ibid - pp. 339
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(23) Then move a hand-span to your left so that you are in between Siddiq and Fariiq and say:
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(24) All these presences are times of acceptance. Be sincere in your supplications and make
them fully. It is best to spend more time in reciting Salawat.
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(25) Then make supplications near the pure minbar [pulpit].
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(26) Then offer two rakdhs of nafl at the Rawdah al-Jannah [the place that is between the

blessed shrine and the minbar has been called a Garden of Paradise in the Hadith!°] and then
make supplications.
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(27) Similarly, offer Salah at every pillar of the Masajid as these are places of acceptance and
some as especially beneficial.
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(28) As long as you are in radiant Madinah, do not waste even one breath. Apart from the two
necessities, stay as much as you can in the blessed Masjid whilst in the state of ablution. Spend
your time in Saldh, Quranic recitation and Salawat. Worldly talk is not allowed in any Masajid,
especially this one.

8 Ibid - pp. 339
9 Sharh Lubab mad Irshad al-Sari - Chapter: Ziyarah Sayyid al-Mursaleen, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Arabi, Beirut - pp. 340
10 Ibid - pp. 341
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(29) Make the intention of I'tikdf every time you enter the Masjid. As a reminder, there is a
plaque that says:
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[ intend to perform the Sunnah I'tikaf.
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(30) If you can fast in Madinah Sharif, especially in the heat, then this is beneficial as there is
promise of intercession for the one who fasts.
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(31) Every good deed here counts as 50,000, hence, strive to perform worship and do eat less.
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(32) Finish at least one full recitation of the Quran here and at the Kaaba.
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(33) Even glancing at the blessed shrine is worship just like looking at the Kadba or the Quran.
Hence, look at it in abundance, with respect, and recite plentiful Salawat.
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(34) Present yourself at the blessed shrine five times a day or at least at morning and night to
offer your Salam.
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(35) In or out of the city, if your glimpse falls upon the blessed dome, then immediately face
towards it, fold your arms and present Salawat. Do not pass without doing this as this is against
proper adab.

J‘&ldyj+uﬁ:¢»5“&w,bg;gﬂtﬁgd,}ﬁ&@wéou@ugwl‘mﬁuﬁmﬁimg&(/,'gu’,@//w =sla ST ()
Lo AT Gostined L umsed g Aput oS e 2 0 LU e

(36) Missing the congregational prayer is a sin at all places and if done habitually, it is a major
sin and Haram. Here, apart from being a sin, it is also extreme deprivation, wa’l dyadhu billahi
tdala. It is in the Sahth Hadith that RasilAllah # said: “Whoever prays forty prayers in my
Masajid, freedom the hell and hypocrisy will be written for him”.11

11 Musnad Ahmad bin Hanbal - Narrated by Anas bin Malik, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut - 3:155


http://www.sunniport.com/masabih/newthread.php?do=newthread&f=39#_ftn11
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(37) Never have your back towards the sanctified grave. Even in Salah, try not to have your back
towards it. Rather, attempt to pray in a place where the blessed grave is not behind you.

—e el Ui Mo e 83 7 s LSS S o5 s S IPE I s ()

(38) Do not perform circumambulation, nor prostration, nor bow so much that it is the same as
ruku (bowing). The respect for RastlAllah # is in his obedience.
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(39) To visit Bagi, Uhud and Quba is Sunnah. The reward of offering two rakdh in Quba is equal
to one umrah. If you wish, just stay at the blessed shrine. Sayyidi ibn Abi Hamza quddassa
sirrahu would stand the whole eight days in this presence. One day he thought of visiting Bagf
and other places but then he said that the door of Allah for the beggars is open, why should I
leave it and go elsewhere?
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(40) When leaving, present yourself at the blessed shrine - keep in mind all the manners of
leaving that we mentioned in the chapter of leaving the Kadba - and incessantly pray with
sincerity for benevolence thus:

“Oh Allah! Grant me death in the state of Iman and according to the Sunnah in the city of
Madinah Sharif and let me be buried in Bagi.”
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